
Glass Shards
newsletter of the national american glass cluB

www.glassclub.org

founded 1933 winter 2015A Non-Profit Organization

Betsy and Jim Lessig at the Westchester Glass 
Club’s Collectors Show and Sale. Photo: Read 
Studios.

Chapter News

Founders Chapter
Meeting Summary, October 14, 2015

the founders chapter of the nagc 
meets monthly at the morse institute 
library in natick, massachusetts. for 
the meeting on october 14, the morn-
ing topic was “children’s toys and 
whimsies,” with an emphasis on fall 
and halloween. we all enjoyed the 
variety of objects that were presented, 
including some exceptional pieces that 
were fashioned by an engraver who 
had formerly worked for steuben. 
Karen talked about meeting steuben’s 
renowned master engraver, max er-
lacher, and seeing some of his recent 
work at his studio near corning, new 
York.

for the afternoon program, we 
viewed a video of Josh simpson and 
his team making his 100-pound Mega
planet, which is the 1,000 paperweight 
in the collection of the corning muse-
um of glass!

We enjoyed a field trip to the Mark 
twain house in hartford, connecticut, 
and a visit to a private collection of 
one of our members on november 11.

the December 9, 2016, meeting will 
consist of a silent auction, a catered 
lunch, and a talk by collector and 
member louis lopilato-cartagena.

all are welcome to join us. for more 
information contact: 
president@founderschapter.org

Westchester Glass Club
40th Annual Show and Sale

the westchester glass club an-
nounced its 40th annual collectors 
glass show and sale to be held on 
april 9–10, 2016, again at the green-
wich civic center in old greenwich, 
connecticut. to celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of the show and to attract 
new dealers and new buyers to the 
show, the westchester glass club will 
offer free admission to all buyers this 
year. 

the westchester chapter of the 
National American Glass Club firmly 
believes that its primary purpose for 
the show is to educate people about 
the history and beauty of glass. and 
so, we want to encourage everyone to 
come to the show. 

this year we expect an increase in 
the number of nationally-renowned 
dealers in glass and ceramics because 
of the earlier date of the show so as to 
avoid conflict with any other shows. 
the show will again offer glass and 
ceramics of all ages and types with 
emphasis on american-made glass.

To emphasize education, the show 
will continue to offer glass identifica-
tion, displays by glass museums, a 
lecture by a glass authority, and an 
abiding and sincere effort by all dealers 
to answer questions and instruct the 
buyers about glass. one of the 

wonderful traits of dealers at the 
westchester glass show has always 
been their willingness to pass on their 
expert glass knowledge to those com-
ing to the show to learn and buy. ad-
ditionally, glass repair will again be 
available, along with free parking and 
easy access, and sandwiches and light 
refreshment by a fabulous local deli. 

Doug reed, show manager emeri-
tus, who managed the show for nearly 
30 years, continues to assist and advise 
the current show managers.

Dealer inquiries and further infor-
mation can be obtained by contacting 
show managers al adams at (203) 394-
8956 (adams7562@att.net) or Jim 
russell at (203) 438-1806 (jrussell 
9431@sbcglobal.net). Visit the wgc 
web site, www.westchesterglassclub 
.com, for additional photos and show 
information.

http://www.glassclub.org
mailto:president@founderschapter.org
mailto:Adams7562@att.net
mailto:jrussell9431@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jrussell9431@sbcglobal.net
www.westchesterglassclub.com
www.westchesterglassclub.com
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Dear friends,

As 2015 comes to an end, I realize 
that this year i have marked off several 
items on my glass bucket list. the year 
began with a trip to chattanooga, ten-
nessee to give a lecture at the antique 
Show to benefit the Houston Museum 
of Decorative arts. for me, it was a 
special trip because chattanooga is 
where my maternal grandfather immi-
grated to in 1889 and worked his first 
18 months in the united states. it was 
also a way to spend quality time with 
nagc member Joanne authenreith 
and her daughter-in-law, amy authen-
reith, executive Director of the hous-
ton museum of Decorative arts. 

some of you may have read the 
small publication titled the The Fabu
lous Houston: A Museum of Fine An
tiques, Chattanooga, Tennessee by 
robert w. miller printed in 1971. ever 
since reading this book, i have wanted 
to see the collection. the story of anna 
Safley Houston and the antiques she 
amassed is more amazing than I could 
have imagined. excellent examples of 
tiffany art glass, including amberina, 
Plated amberina, cut glass, pressed 
glass, and hundreds of pitchers hang-
ing from the ceiling are just part of the 
collection. Born in 1876 and married 
a documented nine times (with a pos-
sibility of two more), anna houston’s 
life is an incredible story. But more im-
portantly, through it all she collected 
remarkable glass, ceramics, furniture, 
prints, cast iron banks, pianos and 
much more. upon her death in 1947, 
she left her collection to the citizens 
of chattanooga for a museum. al-
though many of her important pieces 
were sold off at auction and sales, 
much of the proceeds were used to 
acquire a building to house her collec-
tion. the visit to see the houston mu-
seum of Decorative arts and scenic 
historic chattanooga is worth the trip. 

in march, i drove to new York city 
to see the ancient roman ennion glass 
exhibit at the metropolitan museum 
of art. having researched and written 

about american glass mold making, 
viewing a grouping of the ancient 
mold-blown pieces by the roman 
glassmaker ennion was illuminating. 
multiple examples of the iconic en-
nion ewer were on exhibit including 
one without the dome foot illustrating 
the combining of mold-blown parts. 
also in march was the opening of the 
new contemporary art + Design wing 
at the corning museum of glass. the 
massive diffused-lit space exhibits 70 
pieces from the permanent collection 
and provides areas for large scale in-
stallations. one of the highlights of 
the wing is the new hot demo space. 

By april, i was in tacoma, wash-
ington, for the Paperweight collec-
tors’ association bi-annual conven-
tion. as a member of the Pca Board, 
we chose the location of tacoma be-
cause of the museum of glass and its 
hot glass studio besides the region’s 
multitude of glass artists. the conven-
tion featured lectures, paperweight 
dealers, and artists’ sales. collabora-
tive demonstrations were also orga-
nized, most notably a piece created by 
Dante marioni and mayauel ward. 
the city of tacoma is full of glass by 
Dale chihuly. one memorable part of 
the trip was the hotel chosen by the 
convention committee, the murano 
hotel, which features a lobby brim-
ming with contemporary glass that 
ranges from a Karen lamonte dress 
to hanging boats by Bertil Vallien. 
Each floor of the hotel is dedicated to 
an individual glass artist whose work 
is revealed as the elevator door opens. 
artists include martin Blank, tobias 
møhl, Jessica townsend, seth randal, 
Janusz Walentynwicz, Dante Marioni, 
susan taylor glasglow, flo Perkins, 
and toots Zynsky. the only disap-
pointing part for me about the Pca 
convention was that the dates coin-
cided with the westchester glass and 
ceramics show, causing me to miss 
that event. 

in may, i visited the chrysler mu-
seum of art in norfolk, Virginia, to 
see the renovations and make arrange-
ments for our may 2016 seminar. 
glass curator, Diane wright, gave us a 

personal tour of the redesigned and 
expanded glass wing. we will not be 
disappointed when we visit the chrys-
ler in 2016. the collection is one of 
the finest in the country and a personal 
favorite.

July was the month for the 2015 
mega-convention in indianapolis. i 
missed the previous mega-conven-
tion in Kansas city, so attending this 
year was a first for me. What a good 
time meeting other collectors, view-
ing club exhibits and hearing great 
speakers. nagc members Jay rogers 
and Jim Beverage did an incredible job 
organizing the entire event. Another 
bright spot was our bus trip to the 
Kokomo glass factory and visit to the 
impressive indianapolis museum of 
art. on the ride home, my husband, 
Barry, and i stopped at the west Vir-
ginia museum of american glass. 
another item on my glass bucket list, 
i have wanted to visit the wVmag 
since it opened. i knew i was going to 
see a lot of american glass but it was 
overwhelming! Even more amazing 
was the amount of american glass in 
open storage. 

The Dorflinger Glass Seminar was 
held the first week in October. I had 
been to the Dorflinger Glass Museum 
at the Dorflinger-Suydam Wildlife 
sanctury in white mills, Pennsylvania, 
numerous times but this was an oppor-
tunity to see the Dorflinger Factory 
Museum. The Dorflinger Factory Mu-
seum and Arts Center was organized 
by James and Bette Davis-asselstine 
and encompasses the Dorflinger office 
and the building housing the lower 
cutting shop. we were able to examine 
the outstanding Dorflinger cut glass 
collection on exhibit in the office. it 
was a pleasure to see pieces that had 
previously been in the David Dorflinger 
collection. several of the lectures 
were the best i’ve heard all year. 
those who participated in the Bril-
liant glass show after the seminar 
were pleased with the attendance and 
sales.

it was back to corning in mid- 
october for the annual seminar on 
Glass that was organized around the 

President’s Letter
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100th anniversary of Pyrex. although 
not as well attended as other seminars, 
the lectures proved to be very interest-
ing and the Pyrex exhibit at the rakow 
library was very popular. in contrast, 
the cmog installation of the ennion 
exhibit was very different from the ex-
hibition at the met. greatly expanded, 
the ennion pieces were surrounded by 

other roman blown and mold-blown 
pieces. 

so in 2015, i was able to eliminate 
from my glass bucket list the houston 
museum of Decorative arts in chatta-
nooga, the museum of glass in taco-
ma, the west Virginia museum of 
American Glass and the Dorflinger 
factory museum and art center. each 

one exceeded my expectations and i 
highly recommend visiting them all. 
Best wishes for the new Year and may 
you too cross off items on your own 
glass bucket list in 2016. Don’t forget 
the 2016 seminar in norfolk in may!

 —  gay lecleire taylor
 President

artist norwood Viviano explores 
the complex history of urban america 
through minimalist blown-glass forms 
in the exhibition “cities: Departure 
and Deviation.” composed in shades 
of white, black, and gray, Viviano’s 
glass diagrams can be read as three-
dimensional timelines, telling the 400-
year story of the rise and decline of 
urban industries and how fluctuations 
in manufacturing prompted dramatic 
changes in populations.

“using data is a tool for conversa-
tion,” Viviano says, explaining that 
turning information into sculpture will 
help viewers ask questions about what 
makes a city successful. the 25 glass 
“cities” or graphs in Viviano’s instal-
lation are suspended in front of digi-
tally rendered drawings containing 
population information.

using the length of each form to de-
pict time, the width to describe the pop-
ulation density and color to convey a 
moment of dramatic change, Viviano 
masterfully converts cold statistical 
data into a tranquil visual database of 
knowledge, which prompts the viewer 

to think of cities as organic, changing 
landscapes.

the side-by-side arrangement of 
blown forms allows the viewer to see 
the magnitude of diversity in cities as 
varied as new York (population 8 mil-
lion) and flint, michigan (population 
110,000). Keeping these forms propor-
tional is one of the most technically 
challenging aspects of crafting these 
works in glass.

examined individually or compared 
to each other, each skillfully crafted 
graph distills complex data into sub-
dued forms, allowing them to make 
eye-opening statements about the geo-
graphical, historical, and cultural fac-
tors affecting our cities and urban 
landscapes over time. this exhibition 
will be on view January 30–July 31, 
2016, and admission is free.

chrysler museum of art
one memorial Place
norfolk, Va, 23510
(757) 664– 6200
www.chrysler.org

History of Urban America in Glass Penumbra: Evan Coronis

Cities: Departure and Deviation, Norwood Viviano. Blown glass 
and vinyl cut drawings, 2011–2015. Photo: Cathy Carver.

artist evan coronis exploits the 
ability of glass to transmit, reflect, and 
refract light in the exhibition “Penum-
bra: evan coronis,” which is on view 
until march 12, 2016, at the Brattle-
boro museum of art. he uses bulky 
hexagonal forms cast in cloudy, unre-
fined industrial glass as the basis of 
Penumbra. the white light coronis 
throws on and through his honeycomb-
like structures works a kind of magic. 
Penumbras are cast in all directions, 
creating a dynamic three-dimensional 
drawing in glass, light, and shadow.

“for a year i worked with the con-
ceptual aspects of spatial manipulation, 
using sharp, clean, and ethereal shapes 
cast in glass,” coronis explains. “my 
experimentation led me to the use of 
hexagons, which can be found in mi-
croscopic aspects of the natural and 
synthetic world all around us.”

Brattleboro museum and art center
10 Vernon st.
Brattleboro, Vt 05301
(802) 257-0124
www.brattleboromuseum.org

www.chrysler.org
www.brattleboromuseum.org
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January 10, 2016
Litttle Rhody Bottle Show
www.littlerhodybottleclub.org

founded in 1970, the little rhody 
Bottle club has continually strived to 
promote the hobby of antique bottle 
collecting through the preservation of 
antique bottles and education through 
research relative to the companies 
those bottles represent. Join us for our 
annual show and sale to be held at the 
holiday inn in taunton, ma. Visit our 
web site for more information.

chronology of the coca-cola bottle, 
pop art by by andy warhol, american 
classics by norman rockwell, depic-
tions of santa clause by haddon 
sund blom, and folk art by howard 
finster.

* * * *

March 19–20, 2016 
43rd Annual Heisey Glass Show/Sale 
ossian hall
7128 columbia Pike
annandale, Va 22003
www.natcapheisey.org
www.heiseymuseum.org

from royalty to Downton abbey 
to the augustus heisey mansion to the 
homes of many americans, centuries 
of beautiful glass items have been pro-
duced for men and women to use and 
enjoy in their bedrooms and bath. gen-
tlemen started their day with a shaving 
brush lathered-up in a handled mug, 
a soap dish for washing, and a “just-
right size” toothbrush holder for that 
all-important item. he often had a 
water jug or pitcher with a tumbler set 
on a tray nearby. Depending on his 

beauty takes center stage. Perfumes, 
colognes, and lavender jars were stun-
ning ways to display her favorite fra-
grances. Puff boxes, ring holders, 
trinket boxes, and a hair receiver 
might round out another tray. a vase 
or handled basket held her favorite 
flowers. molded, patterned, cut or 
etched and occasionally in color, 
many of these pieces will grant you 
the “royal” treatment you deserve.

* * * *
Until March 6, 2016
nationaal glasmuseum
De la Torre Brothers: New World 
Primitives
Glasblazerij Postbus 78
4140 aB leerdam
the netherlands
www.nationaalglasmuseum.nl

the mexican-american brothers 
Jamex and einar de la torre are 
known for their expressive, brightly 
colored art. their work often com-
ments critically on social issues and 
current events, but also on the art 
world itself. the exuberant objects 
refer to themes such as religion, myth-
ology, and contemporary life.

in this exhibition, the brothers ref-
erence their mexican roots and inter-
twine them with the art history of the 
netherlands. for this purpose they use 
different media. they edit images in 
Photoshop, make life-size prints of 
them, and combine them again with 
their glassware.

Heisey boudoir set.

Photo: K. Vrancken.

Glass Calendar
(Confirmation of dates and schedules advised. More information is available on our Web page at www.glassclub.org)

* * * *

Through February 15, 2016
william J. clinton 
PresiDential liBrarY 
anD museum
CocaCola: An American Original
1200 President clinton ave.
little rock, ar 72201
(501) 374-4242 
www.clintonlibrary.gov

this exhibition celebrates the art 
and history of the coca-cola bottle 
on its 100th anniversary. it features a status, he could have a cologne bottle, 

a covered cigar jar or cigarette holder, 
matchbox, and candlestick on another 
tray in his dressing room.

ladies continue to be much more 
fashionable in their boudoir arrange-
ments. a tray with water tankard, tum-
bler, candlestick, and matchbox were 
essential bedside items. however, it 
is the boudoir dressing table where 

www.littlerhodybottleclub.org
http://www.natcapheisey.org
http://www.heiseymuseum.org/
http://www.nationaalglasmuseum.nl
http://www.glassclub.org
http://www.clintonlibrary.gov
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Membership Update
December 2015

We welcome new NAGC members:
Donna Bonell
croton falls, nY
Westchester

Deanna & edward gordon 
Vinton, Va
MWPGS

Deann Kraus & tony Paradiso
Tiffin, OH
MWPGS

rony & rachael magnuson
austin, mn
MWPGS

shirley stoll
Poplar Bluff, mo
MWPGS

And we thank recently renewing 
NAGC members: 
alan & Patricia adams 
shelton, ct 
Westchester

Joan anderson 
wilbraham, ma 
Founders

ted & Dot anthony 
saddle river, nJ 
Westchester

alice Becker 
southport, ct 
Westchester

Judith Baker 
Dorchester, ma 
Founders

Mary Jo Baryza 
auburndale, ma 
Founders

Deborah Bertoli 
oyster Bay, nY 
Westchester

amy Boches 
Brookline, ma 
Founders

Pearl Brimmer 
s. weymouth, ma 
Founders

carolyn carlson 
natick, ma 
Founders

norma Daley 
eastham, ma 
Founders

carl Dapp 
Poughkeepsie, nY 
Westchester

anthony & loretta Dento 
oakland, nJ 
Westchester

robert & Barbara 
 Deronde 
Poughkeepsie, nY 
Westchester

Jay & miki Doros 
irvington, nJ 
Westchester

Doris eagen 
marblehead, ma 
Founders

george & ruth elassae 
MWPGS

Marilyn Fitz 
manchester twp, nJ 
Westchester

george fogg 
everett, ma 
Founders

ada freedman 
westboro, ma 
Founders

art & Kathy green 
newton, ma 
Founders

nancy griswold 
mattapoisett, ma 
Founders

susan haller 
hamden, ct 
Westchester

scott hansen 
stamford, ct 
Westchester

Bob harry 
Kissimmee, fl 
MWPGS

rosalie harvey 
manchester, nJ 
Westchester

Alice Hefler 
larchmont, nY 
Westchester

Peggy hooper 
west roxbury, ma 
Founders

Dorothy lee Jones 
weston, ma 
Founders

nina King lavin 
wellsley, ma 
Founders

robert Korn 
e. elmhurst, nY 
Westchester

robert Kosar 
wilton, ct 
Westchester

marlene lesley 
Baltimore, mD 
Baltimore

Jean marie & alvin 
 levergood 
framingham, ma 
Founders

toledo lucas county 
Public library 
toledo, oh

Bard graduate center library  
new York, nY

louis lopilato 
everett, ma 
Founders

louise luther 
E. Wakefield, NH 
Founders

Ken & sylvia lyon 
strasburg, Va 
Founders

ralph manna & Dr. clara 
orsini-romano 
Yonkers, nY 
Westchester

nancy marsden 
Peabody, ma 
Founders

terrence & rita martell 
Pelham, nY 
Westchester

mildred martin 
Brewster, nY 
Westchester

Janet mayrsohn 
white Plains, nY 
Westchester

Mary Susan Mazilauskas 
new rochelle, nY 
Westchester

mary ellen mcgurty 
Peekskill, nY 
Westchester

fred meyer 
cambridge, ma 
Founders

nancy miller 
morristown, nJ

Joyce mills 
woburn, ma 
Founders

Bruce & normajeanne 
 mitchell 
orange, ct 
Westchester

tom neale & glen 
 schlotfeldt  
Bridgewater, Va 
MWPGS

ross nelson 
manchester, ct 
Westchester

Kirk nelson 
mattapoisett, ma 
Founders

ross nelson 
manchester, ct 
Founders

ellen o’Brien 
sarasota, fl 
Westchester

Rici Perlowitz 
spring Valley, nY 
Westchester

Karen Petraglia 
manchester, nh 
Founders

allan & Jane Port 
wellesley, ma 
Founders

Joan Qureshi 
s. natick, ma 
Founders

Doug reed 
maplewood, nJ 
Westchester

Doris robinson 
Dedham, ma 
Founders

James russell 
Ridgefield, CT 
Westchester

loreen ryan 
Bronxville, nY 
Westchester

george & June sanderson 
staatsburg, nY 
Westchester

alice saville 
lake forest, il 
Founders

Bette scholter 
mattapoisett, ma 
Founders

ian simmonds 
carlisle, Pa 
Westchester

elaine sokoloff 
watertown, ma 
Founders

larry & marion steiner 
oradell, nJ 
Westchester

Ben & margaret swindler 
MWPGS

Patricia tucker 
wellesley, ma 
Founders
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NExT iSSUE’S 
DEADLiNE 

MARCH 1, 2016

visit nagc web page: 
www.glassclub.org

1st class Presort
u.s. Postage

 PaiD
Binghamton nY

Permit 197

Attention ReAdeRs! 
the next deadline for the Glass Shards will be 
March 1, 2016. submit by mail to:  
Alice Saville, Editor, Glass Shards 
30 Honey Suckle Rd., Lake Forest, iL 60045 
or reach us by e-mail at: planetalicesaville@gmail.com

The National American 
Glass Club
P. O. Box 24
Elkland, PA 16920

First Class

Judith usen 
lexington, ma 
Founders

l. Jean wilson 
lansdale, Pa 
Founders

And, we apologize
we inadvertently omitted a long-time member 
from the 2015–16 membership Directory:

charlotte a. fischer
austin, mn

Finally, we ask for your help
the following members’ recent publications 
have been returned as “undeliverable.” if you 
can help us with a correct address, please email 
amy mchugh, our membership chair, at 
membership@glassclub.org, or write to her at 
nagc, P.o. Box 24, elkland, Pa 16920. thank 
you for your help.

ablon, saundra 
Dayton, oh

Foote, Elizabeth 
timonium, mD

marsh, John and Dudley 
Dennis, ma

gardner, frank h. 
forest city, Pa

o’connor, ione l. 
silver springs, mD

reigelman, Vivian 
waxhaw, nc

sciaidone, anthony 
albuquerque, nm

secrist, ray 
Dasboro, De

winkler, Kay 
Potomac, mD

thanks again for your continued 
support of the nagc!

http://www.glassclub.org
mailto:planetalicesaville@gmail.com
mailto:membership@glassclub.org

