
"

NUMBER 1 BOSTON, MASS. JANUARY, 1938

GREETINGS, GLASS CLUB MEMBERS

This first number of your Club BULLETINcomes to you equipped with a binder to
hold this and future numbers and the Constitution and By-Laws, which every member
should read and keep for reference.

Succeeding numbers of the BULLETINwill be issued "every little while" (frequency
as yet undetermined), becoming, we hope, ever wider in scope and more worth-while as it
progresses. The BULLETINis designed to integrate the interests and activities of the
Club in order that members everywhere may mutually serve and be served. The
BULLETINCommittee invites your comments and suggestions as to making such a Club
organ of greatest value to the whole membership.

ON THE :\IAP
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Letters to our Regional Groups announcing the
publication of a BULu:TI:-Ibrought enthusiastic re-
sponse from three of them. We hope to hear from
the others before the next issue.

First to reply was Mrs. \r. ;\. Haseltine, secretary
of the Portland. Oregon. Group (:IIrs. Harold
Broughton, President). :\Irs. Haseltine reports a
membership of 22, with prospects of growth. "Our
program for the coming year," says :\Irs Haseltine,
"will include a thorough review of the study of old
glass, talks by ousitde speakers, and a 'barter and
sale.' In the spring, a sizable down-town glass
exhibit. Our most interesting meeting last year
was a glass exhibit in the home of one of our mem-
bers, the rooms ftlled with tables attractively set
with old glass - the clear glass on black sateen,
the colored glass on pastel-colored. an effective con-
trast. We found it a delightful and intimate way to
hold a glass show."

Mrs. Paul K. Sticelber. secretary "f the Tulsa,
Oklahoma, Group (Mrs. J. L. Miner, President)
writes of a very enthusiastic membership with al-
most perfect attendance and with each member re-
sponding to roll-call with something pertaining to
glass. Their program - monthly, September
through June - includes this year "Collector's
Luck," "Glass - What's in a Name?" "Decorative
Value of Glass," "Flower Arrangements in Glass,"
and a "barter and sale." "We are very interested
in what you do in the East," adds Mrs. Sticelber.

And from Mrs. John J. O'Brien, program chair-
man of Seattle Group No.2 (Mrs. Arthur M. Hare,
President) we learn that this Group meets monthly
at members' homes for luncheon, followed by a short
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business meeting and program. Here is a typical
program: (1) short discussion (/lot a paper), by a
member, on a particular type of glass, followed by
brief general discussion on same. (2) Each member,
having brought at least one piece of glass, is called
upon to discuss the piece as it circulates among the
group. "Much enjoyable and useful information
can be gathered in an afternoon in this way," says
Mrs. 0' Brien; "in case a member has an unidentified
piece, volunteer information is requested." This
Group intends to give more time and thought to re-
productions, both through reading and through
relating personal experiences. Replies to a question-
naire sent out last March showed, among a number
of things, that the Group preferred an exchange of
ideas and experiences of members rather than out-
side speakers. They are looking forward to the
BUI.I.I::TI:-Ias a means of keeping in touch with the
Club and its branches.

These smaller and more intimate Groups have
much to otTer to each other and to the parent
organization. Let's make the BULLETINan Idea
Exchange!

HIGHLIGHTS

First of the season's Boston meetings (October 13)
took the form of an auction. The main trouble was
an overstock of glass. Auctioneer Watkins carried
on bravely until his voice went on strike. White
Elephant contributions moved slowly by the
"Scotch auction" method, and the abundant re-
mains were gathered up and stored for future sale.

A capacity audience greeted the four member-
speakers at the November meeting. Mrs. Grace
Lyman Stammers showed and described Stiegel
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flowet-decorated flip glasses, enameled tumblers,
engraved pieces and others; Mrs. Lura Woodside
Watkins illustrated her talk with various types of
New England glass; Mrs. Charles F. Hutchins
pointed out marks of excellence in pieces of Sand.
wich glass from her collection of rare "lacy" and
other types; and Mr. Paul A. Revere presented
findings from his research into the products of the
Portland factory. For the benefit of those not
present, a future BULLETINwill attempt to give some
of the "highlights" of these discussions. For those
who were present, a delightful "highlight" was the
tea so hospitably and graciously served from the
chrysanthemum-bedecked table by Mrs. Nichols
and her committee.

Letting memory drift back to last spring, we re-
call highlights of the April and May meetings, and
refresh recollection by re-reading an article by
Mabel M. Swan in the Chris/iall SciellCCJlolli/or of
April 24. The lecture was on "The Decorative
Value of Glass;" the lecturer, Roger\\'ithington,
interior decorator. Quoting from l\f. M. S.'s
article: "The speaker stressed the fact that two
things must always be kept in mind in order to gain
the proper effects. These are: design, which in-
cludes balance and proportion; color, and color
harmony. These must be recognized whether one
is arranging a shelf of glass for shop display or de-
vising a dinner. party centerpiece.

"He showed the dangers of overdecorating; the
advantage of mixing colors on the shelf and of ar-
ranging the pieces in a geometric pattern; the effect
of building from the center down to the ends or from
the ends down to the center; the necessity of avoid,
ing tall pieces if the shelf is high; the value of plan-
ning your geometric pattern rather than unsystem-
atic arrangement. . . .

"A few of his many suggestions for color and color
harmony were: Avoid putting clashing colors
together. Blue is an excellent neutralizer; one
piece of blue will often blend many others. Avoid
too pale colors. Grade your group with one color
predominating. To have contrast, you need three
colors. If showing crystal, or even all cranberry
red have a background of an interesting color. .
For balance and proportion, bright colors on one
side. .

"Arranging glass in small country houses is usually
simple, but the backgrounds in many city houses are
difficult. Some suggestions are: Use warmer colors
of glass in living-room, unless the room is very light.
Glass becomes richer against a neutral background.
Keep delicate colors for the bedroom. Opaque
glass is effective with chintz.

"The speaker showed many beautiful flower
arrangements in glass containers, one of the most

striking being a deep red bowl, fully 18 inches in
diameter, filled with red tulips, blue iris, and a touch
of yellow. Against a soft blue background this
centerpiece attracted much applause. Among the
many flower arrangements exhibited by' members
were two amethyst boats in the daisy-and. button
pattern, filled with purple pansies; a rich amber
Sandwich castor with its bottles replaced by amber
glasses holding forsythia; a Burmese centerpiece
filled with sweet peas matching in color the deep
flesh pink and yellow of the container and flanked
by candlesticks of the same lovely glass; a tiny
Sandwich lamp filled with sweetheart roses; a blue-
green bot'tle with a single rose - these were but a
few of many most attractive arrangements in old
glass containers."

At the April meeting, before proceeding to the
scheduled program, the program chairman intro-
duced Mrs. Edward Van Tassel. a direct descend-
ant of "Baron" Stiege1. Mrs. Van Tas~eI was to
leave soon for :\Ianheim, Pa., to be the principal in a
quaint and colorful traditional ceremony At Man-
heim, in I no, the "Baron" gave to the vil1agechurch
society three acres of land for their meeting-house
and a burial ground. In payment he accepted five
shillings and "the annual gift of one red rose, to be
paid to himself or his descendants forever" This
payment was made until the war for independence
upset the country, then was lost sight of fo!, many
years. Near the close of the last century the custom
was revived and has been ohserved every year in
June. The ceremony attracts annually thousands
of visitors frum near and far. Mrs. Van Tassel is
now the official.recipient of the "one red rose."

The scheduled subject for the afternoon was
"Collector's Luck." Mrs. Florence Barnes showed

miscellaneous pieces and reminisced amusingly
about their acquisition-some received as bridge
prizes unprized by their donors; a tall lamp included
in a box of "j~nk" bought at an auction for 25 cents,
and a diamond thumbprint compote for ten cents:
a green panelled fingerbowl given her by a dealer
"because he hated green!"

Mrs. Emily Bastian spoke from the viewpoint of
both collector and dealer. "In getting bargains,"
said Mrs. Bastian, "someone is always on the other
side of the fence. I know, because I've been there."

Mrs. Frank Dillaby. collector of around 200 small
glass lamps, showed some of her prizes, oftentimes
acquired with exciting adventure: a small votive
lamp dug up at Sandwich; an early blown lamp
reached from a dark top she!f, reacher precariously
perched on a chair, big rat scurrying along the shelf;
a tiny old l\lmp with a rOllnd wick coming through
a cor~.stopper.

M~. Ada Danforth showed bits of color salvaged
from the Sandwich "dump," fragments and whole
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